A 


Few Words in T enderneſs 


To THE 


WELL-MFANING PROFESSO 


ſuiringrhe Preſenc Seaſon. 


on the ſerious Conſideration of the various and long continued Conteſts and ſitions of 

| | all Sortsof People againſt us, the contemptible _ of the Lord, called | uakgrs ; It 
\v ſcemed moſt ſtrange and grievous, that any of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who have 
Ir ity of Heartto God, and known any inward Werk of the Spirit of Truth, ſhould joyn 
hike Genridet who know not God, to make voidthat Bleſſed Work, which the God of Heaven 
vhaowecterni! Spirit hath begun to work in onr Dayes in theſe deſpiſed People, who have given up 
toſerre him, and for whom their very Lives would not be dear unto them to give up for his 


"09 _ » who have had any experimental Knowledge of God and of Chriſt, through the Opera- 
ade Firitio you; unto you is my very Soul drawn out in tender Love and Compaſſion, defining 
wGedof Heaven would open your Eyes, and give you a clear, ſpiritual and certain Knowledge 
WE State of your Souls before him, and bring you to the Obedience of his Heavenly W l, 
every Cauſe, for not being Obedient & anſwering the Lord in his Reg Hardneſs of Heart 
ameaver you, and Darkneſs hath covered you ; fo that that Simplicity and Tenderneſs that was once 


pun the Time of God's Viſitation, is much defaced, and an Enmity ſprung up in you aSainlt the 


mee of God amongſt us. F 

Fe you bear with me ; for the Zeal of Godis upon me, and dear and tender Love to your im- 
mndSouls: Know you this all you who have any Simplicity and-Tenderneſs left in you, that I now 

drfly land for God, and in his Namel plead with you and for you, that you may be reconciled to 

kn;and that the Enmity that is yet in any of you againſt God s Heavenly Appearance and Revelation of 
bSonid us might be taken away ; for God is exalting his Son over all, even this is the Work of God 
at bis Day, to exalt his Name above every Name , and we, the deſpiſed Remnant, are made 

Vineſesof the Heavenly Appearance of the Son of God, and cannot but teſtifie of him: I ſay, we 
made Witneſſes by God, through the Revelation of Chriſt in us, a Holy Conſtraint is upon us, and 
ptof or from our ſelves or any At of our own, but through the Begetting of Life we are made willing 
nexalthis Name in the Earth : And herein our Hearts are ſingle before him, having no other Thing 
gour Eye, but the lifting wp and _— that bleſſed Name ; and herein [can appeal to the Lord God 
«Heaven and Earth of the Integrity of my Heart to him, having this Faith begotten in me of the 
land, that while ſtand in Simplicity and Singleneſs of Heart to kim, he will be my Strength, and keep 
zinthe Hour of Temptation, thatl fall not, or ever turn my Back upon him ; for truly | mult confeis 
tat this Way of Truth which the Lord hath brought me to, is a very narrow and ſtreight \' ay, 0 
height, that if I could have found Peace and Satisfaction out of it, I had not now been a Travailer in 
t: forbeing once tempted by the God of this World to withdraw my ſelf from the Lord's People,and 
vretire and get from under his Yoak, the Lord purſued me with his Judgments, and Reſt and Peace was 
aken from me, thatl cryed out, That it was 4 great Strength to be willing to live m the Earth : But 
teLord fetched me in from my Wandering, and | was made to return to the God of my Life, and in | 
ayvery Soul bowed to him, who is become my Defence and Holder up of my Headin the midſt of 
nary Enemies raiſed up by the Power of Darknels againſt ys, to lay us waſt, and to make void our Te- 
limony for the God of Heaven in this Generation : But God will exalt his Name, and in vain de Men 
nve againſt him ; for their very Strivings ſhall turn to the Advantage of his Name and People, and the 
tame of his Adverſaries. 

Oh my Soul bath travailed for our Adverſaries ; for havin 
Eflon, 1 cannot but have Love to them, and have cryed to . Lord for them ; Oh that they had an 
tr to hear, they would then certainly bow to that bleſſed Truth miniſtred in God's Authority by his 
aoſcn Ones : And a ſtrong Belief is in me, that the Lord will bore the Ears of many ſimple Hearts 
amongſt them, and cauſe the Sound of his Everlaſting Geſpel to enter ; and it ſhall be a Day of glad 

Kings toas many as ſhall receive it. 

The God of Heaven open the Eyes of all the Profeſſing People in this Nation, that all may dread and 
fcarbefore him, and conſider what they are doing in ſetting themſelves againſt that living Word of God 


in Years paſt been one with them in Pro- 


— - <_ 


R S, 


O the Senee I have had of the Power of Darkneſs, ſtrong Workings at this Day againſt vs, to 
render us infamous in the Eyes of all People, not only as No Chriſtians, but as Deceivers, Fuglers, 
Equivocators and Impeſtors, and as having a Diabolical Spirit, O thick Darkneſs, that we ſhould 
be ſo judged by a Profeſſing People ; but we know we have a Teſtimony in the Hearts of many,which 

e Enmity of our Adver/aries cannot deſtroy, 

Lord, what have we done? Whoſe Cauſe have we eſpouſed ? What Kingdom and Interef 
ſeck we to exalt, but the God of Heavens? We can in the Integrity of our Souls appeal unto 
him, and ſtand over the Heads of our Adverſaries, and in true Patience bear with all the Revili 
and Reproaches of Men of all Sorts, counting it not a new Thing for the true Servants of the Lord 
to be ſodealt with, when Chiſt him'elf found the hardef* Meaſure from the ſtricteſt Profeſſing Fews, 
whe doing ſuch wonderful Things, even to Aſtoniſhment, and which they were Witneſſes of, and 
could not deny ; yet their Darkneſs and Enmity was ſuch, as to ſtrike at his very Root and Spi- 
rit by which he did thoſe wonderful Things, ſaying, He had a Devil, a Diabolical Spirit, and that 
by Beelzebub che Prince of Devils be did thoſe mighty Things, and never refted till they murthered 
him. Oh that the ſame Spirit were not to be feund among ſome of you, 

But I dare not charge all among you, believing that tome have true Deſires after God and his 
Truth, and truly defire more of the Knowledge of him, for whofe ſakes I had ſome Conſtraint 
upon me to publiſh theſe Things, to provoak you to a Retirement of Spirit, and to an inward Feel- 
ing of your States before the Lord, what you are in his pure ſpiritual Light; andif in the true 
Meaſure of the Light of the Lord in you, you feel not a cloſing with our Teſtimony, and have ſome 
Savour of our Life, then wait in that true ſpiritual Light, that the Lord may reveal it to you; and 
3udge not thoſe Things you know not, nor turn in Enmity to us, leſt Hardneſs come over you,and 
Darkneſs cover you, 

But if in the Singleneſs of Heart before the Lord you can receive our Teſtimony, then be not 
haſty, but wait in the Light of the Lord for Strength, that you may come to the Obedience of his 
Heavenly Will; For s: ts the Obcdient that twhcrit the Good of the Lard, and whoſe Souls delight in 
Fatneſs, 

And until I was brought to Obdience and Subjection, I could never witneſs Satisfation; for 
great and long hath the Travail of my Soul becn after te Lord, even from a Child the Fear of God 
was upon me, and ſome Delires ſtirring in me after him under ſeveral Forms of Religion, and ſtill 
I followed that Viiniſtry and People wherel found moſt of the Life of Jeſus, and when 1 ſaw too 
much exalting of Form and idol:zing of them, and an inward Decline of that firſt Simplicity and 
Zeal that was once among many, and that Religion was grown a Worldly Intereſt and a Foot-ſtool 
to Promotion, my Soul loathed it, 

And upon the very hearing of a poor deſpicable People in the Northof England called 2k rs, 
of their Behaviours, Words and Converſations, my Soul cloſed with them, with Scn'ie and FTeel- 
ing of them, that they were the Choſen of the Lord, and then ſaw and declared of the Seaſcnable- 
neſs of their coming forth, That when the pare Simplicity and living Teſtimony was juſt expiring 4- 
mong the Profeſſors of the Nation ; the Lerd, who would not leave himſelf without Waneſs i every 

Age & Generation, in due Seaſon raiſed up hisWitneſs afreſh un a poor irconſiderable People to beer uph.s 
Name in the Earth, wheſe T coſt: mony was in Spirit, andin Life, and Vower: U pon which moſt 
of the Prieſts and formal Profeſſors in the Nation was ſtirred, and provoaked, and joyned together 
to oppole them ; and though they themſelves in their Zeal had cryed to God, +» ſend} rth his 
Light and bis Truth, and that the Kingdom of Chriſt might te exalted, and that he would pony cut 


of bus Spirit upon bs Sons and Daughters : yet when the Lord had choſen and raiſed a People thus 


to bear hi» Name, and toexalt his Truth on Earth, and to proclaim the Great Day of the Lord 
| ro level the Mountains, and to lay low the Lofty of the Earth, and to bring Proud Fl ſh into Con- 
tempt, and to raiſe the Poor to mherit the Kingdom : Inſtead of meeting with the Lord, who was 
about to perform thoſe great Things themſelves deſired in the Day of their Tenderneſs, they evil- 


ly entreated thoſe bleſſed Meſſengers, and overlookt them for their Meanel(s, and ſpake all Man- 
ner of Evil of them, /mpriſoning, Whipping, S _— and reproachfully revilng them, many of 
whom dyed in their Impriſonment : And Ido believe had got the Lord in his Righteous Judgment 
taken Power from them, they would have been farther deeply guilty »f che Blood of the Innocent. 

But my hearty Deſire for all that are tender-hearted among you, who have the Fear of the Lord 
upon you, that youtake heed that you be not leavened with that Perſecuting and Anti-chriſtian 
Spirit; for the very ſame that now reproach us, and wou'd xzchriſt:ar us, would deſtroy us if it 
had Power. 

But the Hand of the Lord is to be ſcen in ſuffering all theſe Storms of Oppoſitions 
provoak us to the more Watchfulneſs and Diligence, and to brighten our Teſtimon 
teous God, whom in Spirit and Truth we ſerve. 

T herefore unto him do I commu our Canſe,wbo ſets Buurds tothe Seas, and ſtills its Raging,who can 
appeaſe the Wrath of Man, and ſcatter the thick, Clouds of Dark; eſs, with which be ts com ſt, by 
the bright Shining of Ins Day, in which «ll Works, Dottrincs, Principles and $ pirits ſhall '* made 

manifeſt ; and in the Breaking ont of this ble fſed Day doth my Soul rejoyce before the God of Heaven, 

So Friends, #n Faithfulneſs to the Lorchand in true and dear Love to «ll ſemple-hearted People, who 
have the leaſt of Uprightneſs of Heart to God, and fincerely deſire to jullow the Lord wherever he 
ſhak lead thim: ] ſhall conclude, leaving this my Teſtsmony to the Witneſs of God in all your Con- 
ſerences, who am 
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revealed tn us. ' O Friends, it will be too ſtrong for you ; for it is not any fine coyned Notions that we | 
publiſh to pleaſe the Ears of the Curious, Wiieand Lofty; No, no; but it is the living Word, tte | 
mighty Word, the very Word ef the Lord God of Heaven and Farth that we exalt among Men, that | 
Wordthat redeems from the Power of Satan all ſuch asin Love receive it : It is that Word that comes | 
not to 5 by the Will, Power or Wiſdom of Man, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt; nor no Man 
on Earth can attaia to the Underſtanding of it, but by the Spirit of Jeſus ; a Man muſt be born of the 
»prit before he can know the Things of the Spirit. : 
And here lyes the chief Ground of all that Warriag and Contendings againſt us, a different Birth, | 
of an other Birth, though high and lofty in their Notions of God, and Chriſt, and the Scrip. 
tures, that if my were indeed = they ſpeak, they were honourable ; but the Root of the firſt Birth, 
and all Words from it are of another ature, and want a living Spring: Iris the firſt Man in his beſt 
Robe, that runs before he is ſent, andin his own Wiſdom would mannage the Things of God and his 
om, before he knows the Power from on high, to break and confound all his curious Wiſdom ot | 
ords, and to make him as a little Child ; firft, to defire the fincere Milk of the Word, that he might 
any thereby, and then inthe Streugth of the Word of Life, to miniſter according to the Gift recei- 


Andin this firſt Birth are all the Children of the Flefh and Shadow exa'ting themſelves, and oppo 
fing the Heavenly Appearances of Life in all their ſeveral Forms of Religion ; and herein lyes their great- 
eſt u ' one with another, in ſetting themſelves againſt the enlightned People of the Lord, who own 

eir Eg ightnings and Teachings frem himſelf alone, and cannot fatisfie themlelves in their own ary 
-_ — in their own Wildoms and UnCerſtandings,but wait for the Miniſtration of the Spirit of Life 

er, 
Now wherefoxe is it that 
in ſodoing ? Are you juſti 
know aſſuredly, 


_ us, to 
y for the Righ- 


Your Real Friend inthe Service 
of Truth aud Love, 

ou all joyn together againſt us, and have Enmity to us ? Have you Peace 

ed before God herein? And have you Hope hereby to lay us waſt? O 


| | Thomas ,Zachary. 
ſuch Hope is vain, and ſhall certainly periſh; for our Foundation ſtanderh ſure. 


V 


— 


